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Introduction 

The aim of this module is to introduce students to speech and speechmaking as a political skill.  

It will look at the practical processes of constructing and then delivering a speech with the aim of 

convincing an audience of the validity of the arguments being pursued.  

This will be measured by the extent to which students demonstrate an understanding of the topics 

covered in the workshops through their weekly reflective analysis and their practical application to 

construct and deliver a speech.  

As such, this module is aimed at students with a keen interest in developing their communication 

skills and employability potential, alongside those considering a political career. 

 

Learning Schedule 

Week One   Lecture – Introduction to the Module and Introduction to Oratorical Theory 

Seminar – Introduction to Oratorical Theory 

 

Week Two Lecture – The Introduction – Opening a Political Speech 

 Seminar – The Introduction 

 

Week Three  Lecture – Political Audiences 

 Seminar – Model Parliament Activity 

 

Week Four Lecture – Debating Freedom of Political Speech 

  Seminar – Freedom of Speech 

 

Week Five Lecture – The Art of Delivery 

 Seminar – The Art of Delivery 

 

Week Six Lecture – Authenticity, Political Visuals, and Evidence  

  Seminar – Authenticity, Political Visuals, and Evidence 

 



Week Seven  Enhancement Week 

Week Eight Lecture – Closing a Speech 

 Seminar – Closing a Speech 

 

Week Nine Lecture – Constructing Ideological Language 

 Seminar – Constructing Ideological Language 

 

Week Ten Lecture – Fake News and the Political Interview 

 Seminar – Final Speeches Preparation 

 

Week Eleven  Assessed Speeches 

Week Twelve Assessed Speeches 

 

Delivery 

This module will be delivered by Dr Andrew S. Roe-Crines as the module leader.  

The module is delivered through a combination of weekly face-to-face lectures and seminars. 

Lectures take place on Tuesday at 9am in the 502 Teaching Hub (TR4).  

Seminars take place on Friday at 4pm in the Sherrington Building (SR1).  

Please check your timetable to ensure you attend lectures and your allocated seminar group at the 

appropriate time.  

 

Assessments 

This module will be assessed by a combination of a reflective logbook of concepts covered over the 

early stages of the module and a live delivered speech. Submission dates will appear on Canvas under 

‘Assessments’. 

 

Assessment One:  

Students will be required to write four 450-word reflective analyses (40%) drawing on content 

covered between weeks one and six. This constructs a series of academically driven analyses that is to 



be submitted via Canvas before the deadline. This will total approx. 1,800 words. Please use citations 

and include a bibliography. Examples have been uploaded on Canvas. 

Assessment Two: 

The students will also be required to deliver an original ten-minute scripted speech (60%) on a single 

political controversy/issue which they will have researched over the course of the module. The 

speech can be on any topic of your choosing relating to an issue in any country.  

Students will be expected to include a bibliography at the end of the transcript highlighting cited 

relevant evidence-based and academic sources that support your arguments.  

The transcript of the speech must be submitted via Canvas where feedback will be provided. 

 

Assessment Notes: 

The copy/pasting of previous submissions of work from other modules (self-plagiarism) is not 

permitted and risks a penalty mark of 0 (zero). 

You may be required to verbally defend your written work in cases of alleged breaches of academic 

integrity. 

Please note that all awarded grades are provisional until they have been internally moderated and 

approved by External Examiner, the Module Review Board and the Board of Examiners at the end of 

the academic year. 

 

Disability Support 

Students with support plans will be given alternative options for delivering their speech required by 

their individual learning needs. 

 

Objectives 

The objectives of this module are to equip students with the skills required to develop their 

speechmaking and presentational skills. It will be a practical application of the rhetorical theories of 

effective oratorical delivery, applying the performative, judicial, and deliberative forms of 

communication. It will engage students with the process of oratorical construction, which will assist in 

the development of their presentational skills and employability potential.  

 

Learning Outcomes 

i) Evaluate the stylistic construction of political speechmaking. 

ii) Classify and apply the oratorical theories and use them to enhance their presentational skills. 



iii) Develop a comprehensive mastery of the skills used by political figures to delivery convincing 

arguments and apply them to their own skillset to enhance student employability.  

iv) Deliver a ten-minute political speech. 

v) Critically evaluate the importance of political speechmaking, the techniques required, and the 

impact it can have on delivering a convincing message. 

Reading 

The reading lists are not connected to any single seminar in order for students to explore the 

literature themselves and bring insights from across the range of sources. 

Key authors include Alan Finlayson, Judi Atkins, Andrew S. Roe-Crines, Richard Hayton, Tim Heppell, 

Max Atkinson, Sam Leigh, Richard Toye, James Martin.  
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Eliasoph, N. ‘Political culture and the presentation of a political self’, Theory and Society, 19(4), pp. 465-494, 

1990. 

Jamieson, K.H. Eloquence in An Electronic Age: The Transformation of Political Speechmaking, Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 1990.  

Lanham, R. A Handlist of Rhetorical Terms, Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1991. 

Stucky, N. ‘Toward an Aesthetics of Natural Performance’, Text and Performance Quarterly, 13(2), pp. 168-180, 

1993.  
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Indicative Reading List 

 

Alexander, J. ‘Cultural Pragmatics: Social Performance between Ritual and Strategy’, Social Performance: 
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Alexander, J. ‘From the Depths of Despair: Performance, Counter Performance, and September 11’, Sociological 
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Atkins, J. ‘Narrating One Nation: The Ideology and Rhetoric of the Miliband Labour Party’, Politics, 35 (1), pp. 19-

31, 2014. 

Atkins, J. ‘How Virtue Theoretic Arguments May be Used in the Justification of Policy’, Politics, 28 (3), pp. 129-

137, 2008. 

Atkins, J., Finlayson, A. ‘“As Shakespeare so Memorably Said…”, Quotation, Rhetoric, and the Performance of 

Politics’, Political Studies, early-view, 2014. 
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Atkinson, M. Lend Me Your Ears, London: Vermilion, 2004. 

Bakhtin, M. Toward A Philosophy of the Act, Austin: University of Texas Press, 1929. 
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2011.  
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